General Strategies for APICS Exams

· Recognize the probabilities for a multiple choice exam with four answers: if you guess, the probability of being correct is ¼ or 25%; if you can eliminate one answer the probability is 1/3 or 33%; if you can eliminate two choices the probability is ½ or 50%; if you can eliminate three answers then you have a 1/1 or 100% probability of being correct!

· Pace yourself to finish with ample time to review. Don’t spend too much time on any one question; you can mark it and go back later. Never leave a question unanswered, make sure you at least guess (no points deducted for a wrong answer).

· Have a default choice selected before you take the exam, and it’s always best to use C or D. Use this for EVERY question you guess at (unless you have all ready eliminated that choice).

· Recognize that some questions are very straightforward, and one should not be surprised to find that the answer is obvious. Don’t make the questions harder than they really are.

· The more challenging questions will need more time, so allocate your resources accordingly. Math questions (MPS, MRP, CRP, etc.) may involve several calculations, however, they will consist of simple arithmetic. These are designed to challenge your comprehension of the topic, not your math skill.

· Be very careful when presented with a question that asks for “….EXCEPT.” Remember that you are looking for the answer that doesn’t apply.

· Among the more challenging questions are those that ask, “Which of the following are true” and present roman numerals (I, II, III or IV) with statements after each. The answers will take the form of I only, I and III, II and IV, etc. These take more time, and you should evaluate each statement independently (decide if it’s true or false) before looking at the choices.

· Recall that the APICS Body of Knowledge is generic in the sense that it is not based on any particular industry or business. Your company may in fact use processes that are valid for your environment, but appear contrary to the APICS BOK. When sitting for certification exams, it’s best to think in terms of the general case.

· Always read every answer, even if you’re sure choice A is correct. You might find that choice D reads “both A and B are correct” or “all of the above.”

· Note that you should select the “best answer” out of the choices. It is very possible that two or more selections can be correct in a specific situation, but we should think in terms of general rules, not the exception cases.

· The overwhelming majority of the questions will be verbal (as opposed to math). Thus, knowing APICS definitions is vital. Use the CPIM Exam Content Manual, which lists key terms for each module, and refer to the APICS Dictionary.

· When studying for the certification exam, it is best to focus on areas where you have the best opportunity of acquiring more points. In other words, make sure your approach is value-added. For example, do not spend a lot of time studying topics that you have great expertise in. Rather, concentrate on improving your knowledge of the more challenging concepts.

· By the same token, don’t spend too much time trying to learn things that are so difficult you’re just wasting the effort. This is especially true as you get closer to the exam date and you should avoid the “cramming the week of the exam” scenario.

· Make sure you get enough rest for 3-4 days before the exam and have a proper diet. Drive to the test center ahead of time if you haven’t been there before. Get up early and have a good breakfast. Do a couple math problems by hand before the test (math stimulates the brain, it’s like a warm-up).
· Walk in confident and think positive! Good luck!!!
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